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General introductionGeneral introductionGeneral introductionGeneral introduction on the context  on the context  on the context  on the context 

and applied methods and applied methods and applied methods and applied methods     
The so called ‘Albanian exodus,’ mainly caused by the 

collapse of the communist regime in 1991 and the 

ensuing economic crisis that affected Albania, can be 

considered the largest emigration movement in 

Europe of the last 30 years. With regard to Italy, about 

350,000 Albanians have migrated to our Country over 

the 1990s to 2000s. Albania was an European Country 

completely isolated from the rest of the World during 

Enver Hodja’s regime. The Albanian leader of the Party 

of Work, indeed, aimed at the creation of a purely ‘self-

sufficient’ socialist Country; it’s conduct, instead, had as 

a result outdated industries and technology, poor 

agriculture, hard working conditions, widespread 

poverty and no contacts with the rest of the World. 

After Enver Hodja’s death on April 11, 1985 the 

regime’s crisis began and a kind of modernization of 

the Country started. Unfortunately this attempt of 

liberalization resulted in a deep economic crisis and in 

the worsening of the living conditions of the 

population. 

By March 1991 the economic situation continued to 

deteriorate and a great uncertainty still characterized 

the political scenario. In this context the first massive 

exodus towards the Italian coasts took place: on March 

8, about 27,000 reached the harbour of Brindisi, Puglia, 

on different boats. Notwithstanding the ‘indifference’ 

of the Italian Government, the Albanians found redress 

thanks to the generous attitude of the local population. 

On August 8, 1991 another mass exodus took place 

and about 20,000 Albanians reached the harbour of 

Bari, Apulia, on the incredibly overcrowded boat, the 

Vlora. If in March the Italian Government acted 

negligently, in August it acted in a manner that 

contribute to write one of the most shameful pages of 

Italian history: thousands of Albanian where trapped in 

the ‘Della Vittoria Stadium’ in Bari and they were 

thrown sandwiches and bottles of water as if they were 

dangerous animals. On the football field people fought 

each other on the desperate attempt to kill hunger. 

Even the Italian population, witness of those terrible 

images, during the August events failed to show as 

much generosity to Albanians as they did in March. 

After having broached the main events of the ‘Albanian 

exodus’, it is useful to make further considerations. 

First, why did Albanians choose Italy? Italy was the 

closest European Country and at the time there was in 

Albania a sort of ‘Italian myth’ due to the slick images 

of the Italian society transmitted by the Italian TV that 

most of the Albanians were used to watch. The kind of 

images that reached the Albanian population in the 

years preceding the political crises, contributed to 

create a ‘stereotyped’ representation of the Italian 

society in their collective imagination. So, when they 

reached the Italian coasts they often suffer disillusion 

and had to realize that Italy was not that shining 

Country they were used to believe. After more than 20 

years Albanians are well integrated in the Italian society 

and are an important living element of the social and 

economic life of the Country. According to the last 

Caritas/Migrantes Report on Immigration (Rome, 2012), 

indeed, among the 1.171.163 extra communitarian 

European citizens legally residing in Italy, Albanians are 

the most numerous (491.495). Furthermore, Albania is 

the first extra-EU Country as regards the number of 

foreign students attending Italian universities (there 

were more than 11.000 Albanian students in the 

academic years 2011/2012 on a total amount of 65.437 

extra EU students). 

This said, what was the attitude of the Italian media 

towards the 1991 massive exodus? At that time, most 

of the media expressed the idea that the arrival of so 
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many people would provoke crises in social services, 

the labour market and everyday life. Only one 

newspaper, Il Manifesto, suggested the idea that the 

amount of people that had reached the Italian coast 

was not so impressive taking into consideration the 

number of people already received by other European 

Countries. This attitude contributed to create a 

negative perception of the Albanians arrived in Italy, 

that were seen as a danger for the social cohesion and 

the economic stability. The images regarding the 

Stadium in Bari and the turmoil that happened in those 

days strongly contributed to the creation of the 

‘Albanian stereotype’: they all were seen as dirty, 

violent and ungrateful people.  

As already stated, there are now about half a million of 

Albanians in Italy. If we take into account the whole 

phenomenon of ‘immigration’ towards Italy, it is clearly 

not possible to identify stricto sensu the Albanians as a 

‘minority’; we can, instead, refer to them as a 

‘community’. Even if they had to pay a huge price for 

their integration in the Country due to their negative 

representation by the media in the first years after the 

mass exodus, after more than 20 years many prejudices 

are overcome. This change in the perception of the 

Albanian community is the result of many coexisting 

factors: the ability of the community to affirm itself as a 

‘friendly’ and grateful one; a good job done by the 

Albanian élites living in the Country; the contribution 

of Italian scholars, writers, directors and journalists 

aware of the need to give a different perception of the 

‘Albanian brothers’ that was more conforming to reality 

than that broadcasted until that time. 

As to the media and cultural productions having a 

major influence on local culture and indirectly in the 

popular perception of the Albanians arrived in Italy we 

can stress the important role played by the national 

and local media (newspapers, television news and 

documentaries) and also by a sit-com called 

‘Teledurazzo’, produced and transmitted on a local 

station in Puglia in 1993. The creation of the ‘Albanian 

stereotype’ contribute to spread the perception that 

they all were seen as dirty, aggressive and ungrateful 

people. This obviously hampered an easy and prompt 

integration of many Albanians in Italy: those who faced 

less difficulties were only the ones who already had 

relatives in our Country and could count on them to be 

assisted in that difficult task. In the fields of 

employment they faced less difficulties than in that of 

social interaction. They were, indeed, immediately able 

to demonstrate their working abilities and their 

willingness to suffer sacrifice in order to find and keep a 

job. Many Albanians were then able to start a path of 

self employment and are now important entrepreneurs 

in Puglia and elsewhere (in WS 3 we will work on those 

‘positive experiences’ of integrations). More difficult, it 

took years, was to eradicate the stereotype that all 

Albanians were ‘criminals’ and ‘violent people’. This 

goal has been reached also thanks to the passing of the 

time, an intangible factor that has contributed to the 

‘normalization’ of the relationships of the Italian people 

with this community.  

 

 

Description of the chosen samplesDescription of the chosen samplesDescription of the chosen samplesDescription of the chosen samples an an an and d d d 

methodologymethodologymethodologymethodology    
 

BOOKSBOOKSBOOKSBOOKS    

Rosita Ferrato, Rosita Ferrato, Rosita Ferrato, Rosita Ferrato, 

ALBANIA, ALBANIA, ALBANIA, ALBANIA, 

SGUARDI DI UNA SGUARDI DI UNA SGUARDI DI UNA SGUARDI DI UNA 

REPORTER, Lexis, REPORTER, Lexis, REPORTER, Lexis, REPORTER, Lexis, 

2011, pages 12011, pages 12011, pages 12011, pages 1----

184:184:184:184: this book, 

designed as a 

reportage, explores 

the Albanian 

Country trying to 

give a different 

image of 

it...different from 

that of a 

‘emigration Country’ and nothing more. She offers a 

genuine representation of Albania and condemns the 

stereotyped approach of the media towards this 

Country. It could be said that is a ‘mainstream 

production’ even if it contains an interview of the 

Albanian journalist Banko Gjata. This book will be an 
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useful tool in order to better comprehend the real 

situation of the Country, more than 20 years after the 

breakdown of the communist regime. There is a very 

low presence of stereotypes in this sample. 

 

Gabriele Gezim Kaçi, Gabriele Gezim Kaçi, Gabriele Gezim Kaçi, Gabriele Gezim Kaçi, 

MEMORIES MEMORIES MEMORIES MEMORIES OF A RUINED OF A RUINED OF A RUINED OF A RUINED 

SUMMER, L’Erudita, 2013, SUMMER, L’Erudita, 2013, SUMMER, L’Erudita, 2013, SUMMER, L’Erudita, 2013, 

pages 1pages 1pages 1pages 1----144144144144: this book, a 

‘minority production’, give 

the reader the opportunity 

to understand how an 

Albanian that has lived in 

Italy since his early 

childhood, and that feels 

himself ‘Italian’, perceives 

hid ‘forced’ return to his home Country during summer 

vacations. The novel underlines the clash between his 

new life and his past, a past that is still living in Albania, 

a Country where folkloristic traditions persist 

notwithstanding the passing of the time. The Author 

expresses criticism towards those Albanians that 

consider their small Country (defined as a God’s split) a 

true ‘Heaven’ if compared to other Countries. This 

sample is particularly interesting because it contains 

examples of ‘negative’ self-representation of an 

Albanian national: this view, indeed, could be partially 

considered as a consequence of his deep assimilation 

with the Italian population and its stereotypes.  

 

Alessandro Leogrande, Alessandro Leogrande, Alessandro Leogrande, Alessandro Leogrande, 

IL NAUFRAGIO, MORTE IL NAUFRAGIO, MORTE IL NAUFRAGIO, MORTE IL NAUFRAGIO, MORTE 

NEL MEDITERRANEO, NEL MEDITERRANEO, NEL MEDITERRANEO, NEL MEDITERRANEO, 

Feltrinelli, 2011, pages Feltrinelli, 2011, pages Feltrinelli, 2011, pages Feltrinelli, 2011, pages 

1111----224: 224: 224: 224: it is about the 

death of many Albanian 

migrants in the 

shipwreck in the Channel 

of Otranto of the 

Albanian boat ‘Kater i 

Rades’ - on March, 28 

1997 - in which was involved a ship of the Italian Navy, 

the Sibilla. Although written by an Italian, this sample is 

representative of the Albanians’ point of view because 

it offers a different perspective of the event. The Author 

had tried to tell the story of the shipwreck from the 

viewpoint of the survivors and his aim was to offer the 

reader a ‘truth’ different from that emerging from the 

judicial proceedings that took place in Italy in the 

following years. The representation of the victims and 

the attempt to ‘give voice’ to all the persons involved, 

including those living in Albania at the time of the 

event and that suffered its consequences, has served, 

and will serve in WS3, as an important tool to 

understand the importance of a deep and fair analysis 

of an event in order to avoid misrepresentation of the 

reality and to communicate false information to the 

audience. There is a very low presence of stereotypes in 

this sample. 

 

Vehbiu ArdianVehbiu ArdianVehbiu ArdianVehbiu Ardian, , , , Rando Rando Rando Rando 

DevoleDevoleDevoleDevole, LA SCOPERTA , LA SCOPERTA , LA SCOPERTA , LA SCOPERTA 

DELL’ALBANIA: GLI DELL’ALBANIA: GLI DELL’ALBANIA: GLI DELL’ALBANIA: GLI 

ALBANESI SECONDO I ALBANESI SECONDO I ALBANESI SECONDO I ALBANESI SECONDO I 

MASS MEDIA, Paoline MASS MEDIA, Paoline MASS MEDIA, Paoline MASS MEDIA, Paoline 

Editoriale Libri, 1996, Editoriale Libri, 1996, Editoriale Libri, 1996, Editoriale Libri, 1996, 

pages 1pages 1pages 1pages 1----196:196:196:196: this 

‘minority’ production 

offers the reader the 

opportunity to share 

the authors’ doubts 

about the ‘neutrality’ of 

the Italian media 

approach to the ‘Albanian exodus’, its roots and 

consequences. They try to analyze the mechanisms 

that contributed to the creation in the Italian public 

opinion of what they defined the ‘Albanian myth’ and 

at the end they succeeded in crumbling many 

stereotypes. This production offers an interesting and 

reasoned analysis of different popular culture 

productions, such as newspapers and reportages of 

that time, an advertisement campaign of Benetton 

Italia, the movie Lamerica by Gianni Amelio and some 

television shows. This sample has been very useful in 

order to have a ‘minority insight’ of some of the other 

samples we are relying on to carry out the purposes of 

our project. It contains many stereotypes. 
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REPORTAGESREPORTAGESREPORTAGESREPORTAGES    

 

AA.VVAA.VVAA.VVAA.VV., Reportage giornalistici e fotoreportage, 1991-

2013, taken from the archives of national and local TV 

stations and also from Albanian and foreign 

broadcastings. This collection of sample is helpful in 

order to directly verify the approach of the media to 

the ‘Albanian issue’ and will serve as a fundamental 

tool for the pilot action.  

 

Dario LaruffaDario LaruffaDario LaruffaDario Laruffa, La spiaggia di Fronte, 6 dicembre 2009, 

duration: 49’, Production: TG2 Dossier: this 

documentary offer the audience the portrait of a 

Country, geographically very close to Italy, that 20 

years after the collapse of the Communism is still facing 

its challenge to modernity. It is a ‘mainstream 

production’ that emphasizes the potentiality of Albania 

and of its population. It is a good example of 

journalistic documentary and contains only a few 

stereotypes. 

 

Roland SejkoRoland SejkoRoland SejkoRoland Sejko, Albania – Il Paese di fronte, 2008, 

duration: 45’, Production: Istituto Luce: this ‘minority’ 

documentary/reportage, represents an interesting and 

fundamental evidence of the Albanian history and 

stresses the strong ties between Italy and Albania 

along the last century. It helps to reveal how little, 

although the geographic proximity, is the knowledge 

that Italians have about Albania and contributes to fill 

this gap. In doing so it can be considered an important 

tool in order to contribute to the eradication of many 

stereotypes Italians have on Albanians. 

 

DOCUMENTARIES/MOVIESDOCUMENTARIES/MOVIESDOCUMENTARIES/MOVIESDOCUMENTARIES/MOVIES    

Lorenzo Burlando, Massimo T. Marini,Lorenzo Burlando, Massimo T. Marini,Lorenzo Burlando, Massimo T. Marini,Lorenzo Burlando, Massimo T. Marini, Buongiorno 
Albania! (Goodmorning Albania!), 2013, duration: 52’, 

Production: Zenit Arti Audiovisive Torino: this 

documentary first aims to discover what was behind 

the most unknown European dictatorship of the last 

century; then, it tries to give account of the great 

influence that television had in the past, and still have 

in the present, in creating a collective imagination and 

of its power to change history and manipulate reality. 

The Authors also give proof of the strong connections 

between television, society and the regime. The story is 

told through television: the main’s characters’ lives are 

explored by telling their connections with television. 

This sample demonstrate how the television has 

became the most powerful media in the last 50 years 

and the extent of its impact on populations. The role of 

television in the creation of many stereotypes is also 

taken into account and analysed. 
 

Stefania Casini,Stefania Casini,Stefania Casini,Stefania Casini, Made in 
Albania, 2012, duration: 

90’, Production: Bizef 
Produzione, Erafilm; in 

collaboration with Rai 
Cinema; Distribution: 

Martha Distribution: this 

movie, is an interesting 

sample, result of a 

collaboration among 

Italian and Albanian 

producers. It pictures the contemporary Albania with 

its contradictions, its people and its history. The movie 

starts in Puglia where Vito, a guy full of common 

prejudices, decides to go to Albania in search of his 

stolen motorcycle. Once there he meets two young 

Albanians willing to help him...an emotional more than 

physical journey starts and the audience discovers a 

surprising picture of the Country hang up between a 

painful past and an hopeful future. 

 

Roland SejkoRoland SejkoRoland SejkoRoland Sejko, ANIJA – 
La nave, 2012, 

duration: 80’, 

Production: Cinecittà 
Luce, this interesting 

documentary, a 

‘minority production’ 

explores who the 

Albanians that left the 

Country in 1991 were, 

what they were 

running away from 

and where they are living and what they are doing 20 
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years after the massive exodus. It is the story of a 

journey, the story of the ships and of the people who 

fled on them... This sample will be used in the pilot 

actions but also during the open meetings to facilitate 

discussion in the open groups.  

 

Daniele VicariDaniele VicariDaniele VicariDaniele Vicari, La 
nave dolce, 2012, 

duration: 90’, 

Production: Indigo, 
Apulia Film 
Commission, Rai 
Cinema, Ska-Ndal Film; 

Distribution: Rai Trade, 
Microcinema: this 

‘mainstream 

production’ finds in 

the evocative power 

of extraordinary images its strength. Dramatic stories of 

those who survived all the horrors are alternated with 

shocking recording, amateur videos, reports from 

national TV. The direct accounts of the men and 

women that arrived in Bari on the Vlora, the ship then 

called the ‘human cargo’, tries to restore, in its 

multiplicity of views, the deep sense of an event that 

has affected the personal history of thousands of 

people, not only Albanians, and the collective history of 

Italy.  

 

Gianni AmelioGianni AmelioGianni AmelioGianni Amelio, 

Lamerica, 1994, 

duration: 125’, 

Production: Mario e 
Vittorio Cecchi Gori: in 

this mainstream 

production a couple of 

cynical Italian 

racketeers, need an 

Albanian – any 

Albanian – too serve as 

a front man for a business scheme. They find him in an 

addled old man who has spent 50 years in a 

Communist prison. After his disappearance one of the 

two Italian had to find it and starts a journey that leads 

him to discover the full extent of Albanian poverty. 

After he found him they follow a group of Albanians 

who are headed for Italy in search of a better life, first 

by truck and later by ship. Here the ‘Albanian exodus’ 

parallels that of the Italians for the USA, which in the 

movie is where the Albanian man believes that they are 

heading.  
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Main findings from the interviewsMain findings from the interviewsMain findings from the interviewsMain findings from the interviews    
 

In this WS we have conducted two structured 

interviews and contacted other three ‘producers’ that 

unfortunately were not available before this report was 

closed, but that will give their contribution in the 

course of the pilot action phase, helping the target 

group to understand the criteria and the construction 

of popular media, in particular how keywords, stories 

and images are chosen and used. 

 

INTERVIEW WITH GIANLUIGI DE VITOGIANLUIGI DE VITOGIANLUIGI DE VITOGIANLUIGI DE VITO – JOURNALIST – 

LA GAZZETTA DEL MEZZOGIORNO, BARI. 

We met in the seat of the 

most important newspaper 

of the South of Italy, La 
Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno. 

We talked for more than 

two hours and a half but he 

didn’t allow me to record 

the interview. 

The reason why we decided 

to interview Mr De Vito lies 

in the vital and crucial role he has in his newspaper 

with regards to migrants issues. In Puglia he is among 

the utmost experts in the field of newspaper writing on 

minority/migrants. 

Because he is a journalist and he is used to make 

questions, I decided to follow the same pattern and I 

arrived at our meeting with a dozen of questions. I 

immediately realized that things would have gone 

differently. In a very relaxing room we started our 

conversation...and I realized that it would have been 

quite difficult to change the approach...he didn’t want 

to answer to specific question that day, he only wanted 

to recollect his memories and to share them with ‘the 

audience’. We talked about media, prejudices and 

stereotypes, but also about politics and sociology 

At the beginning of our meeting he was a little bit 

sceptical about his role in this project, but then he 

realize how useful his contribution could have been. 

We started from the August 1991 when 20,000 

Albanians reached Bari on the Vlora and he 

immediately complained about the total absence of a 

coordinated and planned institutional intervention. 

That deficiency was not wholly compensated by the 

generosity of the local population as it had happened a 

few months before in Brindisi; that event was felt as an 

invasion and as a such had to be treated. The image of 

thousands of Albanians forcibly closed in the ‘Della 

Vittoria Stadium’ are well impressed in his mind and he 

had not hesitation in defining the stadium as the first 

unconventional prototype of the nowadays well-

known identification and expulsion centres. If this 

brutal page of our common history was mainly the 

result of the institutional fail to manage the emergency 

adequately, the subsequent ‘categorization’ of the 

Albanians that had the opportunity, legally or not, to 

remain in Italy was to a great extent due to the ‘misuse’ 

of words, concepts and images made by the media. In 

particular, he referred to the use of words such as ‘orda’ 

(horde) and ‘invasione’ (invasion) that have by 

themselves a negative connotation. He also stressed 

how the ‘silence’ of the Albanians, the lack of interest of 

the media in their true stories strongly contributed to 

the creation of prejudices and in the crystallization of 

many stereotypes. He concluded our conversation with 

few suggestions and a final consideration. From his 

point of view the pilot actions should be aimed at 

compensate the past ‘silence’ and at giving a more 

complete and real account of the ‘Albanian exodus’ 

and of the factors that facilitated or hampered their 

social inclusion. Only a comprehensive and accurate 

account made by the protagonists of that events could 

be considered as the expression of the most important 

voice that had to be head, that of the Albanian 

population. Not only successful stories have to be told, 

but also those of the ‘losers’, of those who were not 

able to find their ‘Heaven’ in our Country. It would be a 

good idea to verify the self-perception of the 

Albanians, 20 years after the massive exodus, what do 

they think of themselves in the light of the images and 

words of that time. 

Mr. De Vito concluded our conversation by sharing his 

idea on the issue of stereotypes and migrants: he 

affirmed that his perception, thanks to the experiences 

he lives as a journalist whose main interest are social 

inclusion and non discrimination of the migrants, is 
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that it is impossible to ‘delete’ stereotypes against a 

minority/foreign community. Simply, in everyday 

language and perception, it is only the nationality of 

the ‘target population’ that changes but not the 

attitude to create and perpetuate them. So, it is against 

this ‘attitude’ that is, at fist, necessary to fight...and it is 

a very difficult cultural challenge.  

 

INTERVIEW WITH ANGELO AMOROSO D’ARAGONAANGELO AMOROSO D’ARAGONAANGELO AMOROSO D’ARAGONAANGELO AMOROSO D’ARAGONA, 

FILM DIRECTOR AND SCREEN WRITER 

Mr. Amoroso D’Aragona is an 

important ‘living archive’ of 

the 1991 events: in August 

1991 he was among the first 

witness of the arrival at the 

‘Della Vittoria Stadium’ of the 

‘suffering multitude’ of the Albanians and he recorded 

more than 30 hours of home videos. In the course of 

our meeting, the he allowed me to audio recorder, we 

talked a lot about what has happened inside and 

outside the stadium. I left him the possibility to talk 

freely, without posing him specific questions because I 

wanted to collect the flux of his memories and 

emotions...I was deeply moved by his words..and even 

if I had a look at some of his video only at the end of 

our meeting I always had the impression of being 

watching them during the interview. 

At first he tried to explain me the method he was 

taught while he was attending the school of the great 

Italian director Ermanno Olmi. They call it ‘Postazione’, 

that is the idea that wherever you are you can tell a 

story...no matter what is going on...your eyes can catch 

a story to tell... 

Having this in mind he impulsively decided to go to see 

what was happening at the Stadium as soon as he had 

heard that something was going on... 

He only had nonprofessional cameras as tools but he 

was able to film quite everything at the stadium going 

back home only to recharge them...they were sleepless 

days. 

He described me the events as a shame and an horrific 

page of our history...he would never forget the sorrow 

on the faces of those forced to enter and the cries of 

women and babies all around. At the same time he is 

not able to cancel the fear he could read on the faces of 

the policemen left alone by the national government in 

the enormous ‘battle’ on the field... 

Many things had happened in the Stadium...shocking 

things...and the unbelievable bad management of the 

emergency situation and the fail in granting ‘human 

conditions’ to the Albanians arrived in Bari on the Vlora, 

contributed in his view to nourish the negative 

perception of the Italian population towards those 

people that, only few months before when arrived in 

Brindisi, had been welcomed as ‘brothers’. 

In the course of our conversation he told me about all 

the people he has met in Albania while working on his 

own documentary called ‘Lo Stadio della Vittoria’, 

documentary that he has not finished yet, and the 

awful stories of violence happened in the Stadium in 

those hot days he had the opportunity to collect. He 

strongly believe that the truth on those summer days, 

more than 20 years after, still must be told and that 

only an ‘honest’ approach towards minority/foreign 

communities needs, expectations and experiences 

could serve the cause of a real integration free from 

stereotypes and, consequently, prejudices.  

All this documentary material is still unpublished and 

he has shown the willingness to share it with OPJ for 

the fulfilment of the pilot action. He really would be 

pleased to be involved in it in order to share his video 

and his perceptions with the students that will be 

involved. 

In WS1 the OPJ had the opportunity to  define the 

perimeter of its focus, by identifying the stereotypes 

assigned to the target group, the Albanian community 

in Puglia, in the selected production of the type of 

cultural production we have selected. 

What emerged was the trend to assign to the members 

of that Community negative features: they were often 

identified as ‘invaders’, ‘thieves’ or, for the women, 

‘whores’. The feature that had more impact on the 

creation of prejudices against the target group was 

that of the Albanians that had arrived in our Country to 

‘invade’ it, creating in this way social instability and 

decline of job opportunities for the Italian citizens. This 

perception, that influenced the attitude of the Italians 
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towards their ‘neighbours’, was highly caused by the 

‘misuse’ of certain words that many media made at the 

time of the massive exodus of the Albanian population. 

In the light of the findings of WS1 and according to the 

targets of the project in general and of WS 2 in 

particular, that is to assess the link between popular 

culture production, the public perception of 

stereotypes and discriminatory, racist and xenophobic 

trends in different groups and to provide input for 

awareness raising actions to counter such trends, the 

OPJ first intend to organize an open meeting involving 

as many university students as possible. 

The activities are described in the next Chapter. 
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The OPJ has structured the ‘open meeting’ in the 

following way.  

First, we decided to have a bigger group and not two 

smaller: we had in the same group about 60 young 

people. They were students of the Faculty of Law at the 

University of Bari ‘Aldo Moro’, they all were born 

between 1992 and 1994. The open meeting took place 

in the first half of September and it lasted more than 2 

hours. That day the students were convinced that they 

had to attend a lesson of International Law. We prefer 

not to previously ‘inform’ them on the real content of 

the lesson in order to have the chance to collect their 

impressions without the filter of a possible previous 

‘preparation’ on the topic we were going to discuss on. 

However, due to their cultural background, they were 

largely already familiar with terms such as 

‘categorization’, ‘stereotype’, ‘prejudice’, 

‘discrimination’, ‘fundamental rights’ and ‘impact on 

rights’. 

In particular, we decided to focus our attention on the 

following areas of impact: employment, human capital 

development, social interaction and social behavior.  

At the beginning of the lesson/‘open meeting’ I have 

introduced myself and spent a few words on the 

BEAMS Project. Immediately after I told them that the 

OPJ decided to focus on the Albanian community. I 

then asked them if there were representatives of the 

target group. The answer was no, even if they admitted 

to know many Albanians attending other lessons at the 

Faculty of Law. 

 

Before exposing them to the selected sample, the 

documentary Anija by Roland Sejko, I asked them what 

they knew about the Albanian exodus, considering that 

they all were born after 1991 and for this reason they 

didn’t have direct memories of those events. 

Many answered that they knew about it thanks to their 

parents’ tales; others that they had the chance to watch 

reportages transmitted by the television in two years 

ago, when there was the celebration of the 20th 

anniversary of Vlora arrival in the harbor of Bari. No one 

had watched Anija before. 

When I asked them about the idea they have of the 

Albanians and of their past, what they really know 

about this collectivity, they admitted not to know that 

much. Many referred to them as ‘good bricklayers’; 

others remembered that when they were younger, if 

someone wanted to insult someone else, it was 

common to say ‘you look like an Albanian!’. No one 

knew anything about the conditions of living of the 

Albanians during the Communist regime and 

immediately afterwards. 

Many of them admitted to know and to frequent at 

least one Albanian in their everyday life.  

We spent about 1 hour and 20 minutes watching the 

documentary and the rest of the time discussing on its 

content and on their perception of stereotypes and on 

the impact of that open meeting in raising their 

awareness with respect to the need to avoid 

stereotypes to fight against discrimination and racism. 

In the discussion we also referred to the contents of the 

interviews made in WS1. 
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From production to perceptionFrom production to perceptionFrom production to perceptionFrom production to perception    

    
The first impression that I had during the show of the 

documentary Anija was that of the astonishment of 

most of the students when the images of what the 

Albanians had experienced during the Communist 

regime were sliding on the screen. 

I saw them bewildered when commenting those 

images with their desk mates. As they had affirmed at 

the end of the documentary, they could not ever image 

that in a Country so close to Italy, in front of Italy, 

people could be sentenced to death only because they 

had listened to Italian or German pop music or because 

they loved to dance: during that regime, in fact, those 

behaviors automatically were ascribed to dissidents 

and had to be harshly punished. 

I also had, as a first impression, the awareness of their 

feeling of empathy with the men and women whose 

stories were being told in Anija: I could read on their 

faces the they were sharing and understanding the 

sense of claustrophobia that Albanians had been living 

for the 45 years of the regime, as well as the same 

sensation of freedom Albanian people experienced 

while running towards the harbor of Durazzo to get to 

Italy… 

So, the first important objective that has been reached 

thanks to this open meeting was surely that of the 

possibility those students had to identify themselves 

with that part of the Albanian population forced to 

leave their home country to look for freedom and the 

chance to be able to express themselves and to 

cultivate their interests and dreams. 

Another important result was the opportunity that 

more than 60 young people had to fill a gap in their 

cultural background, provided that they didn’t know 

quite anything about the Communist regime’s 

restrictions and sufferings that were imposed on 

Albanians. 

I also saw emotion in their eyes while images of smiling 

children thanking Italians because of their help, 

because they gave them ‘frutti’ (fruits, in Italian ‘frutta’) 

that in Albania they did not have the chance to eat 

because of the deep poverty of the Country,  were 

sliding on the screen. 

Many of them affirmed to have been impressed and 

touched by the statement of one Albanian man 

interviewed by the movie maker, when he affirmed 

that while living in Albania under the regime, he and 

many of his friends only felt “slightly humans”…no 

ideas could be expressed, no dream that could become 

true…there was no hope for the future there… 

At the end of the documentary immediately some of 

the students affirmed that having realized how much 

ignorant they were about the past of a Country so 

‘similar’ to Italy, they felt the need to start knowing 

much more also about the Countries of origins of many 

of the migrants that nowadays arrive to Italy in order to 

better understand the reasons why they are forced to 

leave their homes and to look for something so far 

from where they were born… in their view this would 

help them ‘to judge’ differently all the young migrants 

they are used to see all around them in their 

hometowns. 

After those first comments I tried to deepen the 

discussion and trying to understand at first what they 

general attitude towards the phenomenon of 

immigration was. 

Most of them affirmed that immigration was a complex 

issue and that there is a very complicated national 

attitude towards it: even if there is awareness of the 

benefits of immigration (often migrants do jobs Italians 

are not willing to do; it is well-known that they help 

many families in the daily care of elderly or sick 

persons), there is also concern with the ‘numbers’ of 

migrants that arrived to Italy and with the role they will 

play in the society if they do not find a job (fear for the 

increase of delinquency). 

Then they affirmed that usually in their everyday life 

they heard conversations full of prejudices against 

migrants that are often portrayed in an unfairly 

unfavorable light. The worst thing, according to them, 

is that most of the times they felt that those who are 

talking have no a real knowledge of the people they 

are talking about and this means that their ‘prejudice’ is 

not based on demonstrated realities. 
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They also affirmed that specific events, such as 

robberies, murders, terrorist attacks surely contribute 

to increase prejudices in the Italian population. A great 

contribution to this negative ‘perception’ of the 

immigrants is attached to the pivotal role played by 

media. They, indeed, very often indulge in negative 

portrayals of immigrants when something wrong done 

by them happens. This attitude not only promote 

prejudices but also fails to challenge them. Many 

students, indeed, believe that even if it is possible that 

some stereotypes are based upon reality, the constant 

negative attitude of media may harden them on the 

public consciousness and became immutable even 

after the social circumstances that gave rise to them 

have changed. Their idea is that tolerating stereotypes 

in the public discourse and in the media and leaving 

them unchallenged may lead to the creation of 

incontrovertible prejudices. 

When asked if to them media representations of 

immigrants reflect of create prejudices against them, 

some of the students were of the idea that they created 

it, others that they merely reflects an already existing 

prejudice. 

They affirmed that it is possible that negative 

stereotypes may be based on existing differences 

between different groups, however portraying positive 

and not only negative differences would contribute to 

reduce the creation and perpetuation of prejudices. In 

other words, media should present migrants/minority 

groups in a well rounded fashion and they should 

make a great effort in order to focus their attention on 

individuals as individuals rather than as members of a 

specific groups. 

The documentary Anija has been judged as a very 

good example of how a popular culture production can 

positively influence the perception of migrant 

communities living in our territory.  

    

    

    

    

    

From perception to attitudesFrom perception to attitudesFrom perception to attitudesFrom perception to attitudes    
 

When asked to elaborate on typical associations of 

stereotypes to other stereotypes or to first –hand 

experience (real or perceived/personal stories) and to 

imagine or share real life or claimed attitudes or 

behaviors with respect of the target group – the 

Albanian community – the students were quite 

reluctant to do it. 

Only a few admitted that, especially when they were 

children that is few years later the massive exodus 

towards Puglia, in their families there was a very 

negative perception of the members of the Albanian 

community living in Bari and elsewhere. In particular, 

some students told me that it was a common attitude 

to relate the Albanians to the ‘worst families’ living in 

the old town of Bari (Barivecchia). They were frequently 

depicted as thieves, criminals and dirty. They admitted 

that such depictions have now largely evaporated even 

if the truth is that they are simply been addressed to 

different minorities living in our territory, such as the 

Georgian community that is nowadays particularly 

active in Puglia. 

A student told us that one of his friend was an Albanian 

born in Italy after the massive exodus and that when he 

was a child he felt discriminated at school by his 

classmates. 

Another one told us that an Albanian he knew let him 

know that many ‘second generation Albanians’ for long 

time felt ashamed of belonging to that community 

because the persistent negative portrayals in the media 

had damaged the self-image and self-esteem of many 

young Albanians. 

Some students confessed that in some situations, 

where the migrants represented a majority, the felt 

sensations of fear and anxiety and that due to the 

economic crises they often perceive the presence of 

migrants in our territory as a factor that will reduce 

their future opportunities to find a job.  

The reluctance shown in this moment of the open 

meeting was in my view due to the feeling of shame 

that openly admitting the existence of prejudices 

against migrants/minorities may cause. In the light of 
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this experience, in the pilot action would be more 

useful to grant to the participants the opportunity to 

express sensitive feelings and ideas secretly by using, 

for instance, anonymous sheets of paper to be read 

and discussed. 

    

Main conclusions & Main conclusions & Main conclusions & Main conclusions & recommendations recommendations recommendations recommendations     
 

As a result of WS2 and also according to what emerged 

in the conduct of WS1 it is now possible to draw some 

final conclusions on how media can avoid to foster 

discrimination, racism and xenophobia. Fist, their 

activity should be inspired to professionalism and 

respect for ethics; then, it would be very important, 

when telling a story, to avoid any kind of generalization 

and simplification: reality is a complex phenomenon 

and the stories to be told are always personal and not 

ethnic-related. A fundamental step would be the total 

ban of stereotypical images and words in order to 

prevent the crystallization of prejudices in the 

collective imagination. It is true that sensationalism is 

the easiest way to capture public’s interest, but it 

should be avoided and replace by an approach to facts 

based on objectivity. Then, if discriminatory articles or 

reportages are written or transmitted, other media 

should immediately report and condemn them. 

Adequate relevance should be granted to positive 

stories involving minorities/migrant groups: this will 

help to communicate a true and exhaustive 

representation of ‘the others’. Their existence in our 

Country is not merely made of stories of violence, 

illegality and exclusion. Media should finally become 

more and more aware of the consequences of the use 

of stereotypes and prejudices when operating: this 

inevitably lead to discriminating and racist attitudes in 

the society. Finally, it is of paramount importance to 

‘give voice’ to minorities/migrant groups and to act in 

order to create or to strengthen ties among those 

groups and civil society: this foster inclusion and 

reciprocal knowledge and understanding. 

Those conclusions will constitute the starting point of 

OPJ’s awareness raising activities and pilot actions. 
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