
 

  

 

THIS IS THE REALITY OF SOME 
ROMANIAN GYPSIES IN 

MADRID 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SOME OF THEM ARE INVISIBLE 
BECAUSE THEY LIVE LIKE US 

 
 

FAMILY 

SCHOOL 



 
THIS IS WHAT YOU SEE IN  

THE MEDIA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

BEGGARY 

CRIME 
POVERTY 



 
AND THESE ARE THE DATA 

 
  When they came to Spain? At early 90s. 
  Why? Running away from violence, poverty and 

discrimination in their country. 
 For what? Looking for new job opportunities. 

 How do they live? Most live in stables and highly 
interconnected households. However, they often don’t 
have choice and live in shanty towns, vans, tents, 
without water and electricity. 
 

WHY DO PEOPLE DISCRIMINATE  
THE ROMANIAN GYPSIES? 

 
 
 
 
 

Stereotype          Prejudice   
  
  
 

STEREOTYPE         PREJUDICE    DISCRIMINATION 

 
Often because of ignorance. Sometimes, because 
the media (newspapers, television ...) gives a 
stereotyped and distorted image of the reality, 
which leads to feelings of rejection towards the 
gypsies and discrimination against them. 

 

 

 

I THINK 
 

I FEEL 
 

 

I ACT 
 



 

 REMOVING THE STEREOTYPES? 

• Providing accurate and complete information about the 
real situation of this group. 

• Developing awareness campaigns that illustrate the 
positive changes of the Romanian Roma.  

• “Stop watching, start seeing” - awareness raising 
campaign in the frame of the BEAMS project, co-funded 
by the European Commission, which aims to demonstrate 
the relationship between stereotypes and discriminatory 
behaviour in our society.  

 
 
 

If you want to denounce a situation of racism or 
discrimination, please call to 901 101 375 

(Victim’s support telephone). 
 

                               

www.beams-project.eu                  www.madrid.org/inmigramadrid 

http://www.madrid.org/inmigramadrid


 

 
 

  Awareness raising 
campaign on  Romanian 

Roma situation 
in Community of Madrid 

 

 

The Romanian Gypsies began to arrive in Spain in the early 90s, precisely 
running away from the violent attacks suffered in their country after the fall of the 
Ceausescu's communist regime. In the last decade they came, looking for new job 
opportunities after losing their jobs once started the economic reforms. 

In Madrid between 1994 and 1999 appeared several settlements in 
surroundings and neighborhoods in unoccupied places, distributed in different parts in 
the municipality of Rivas-Vaciamadrid and the Fuencarral district. The families lived in 
vans, tents, without electricity and water, and in unsanitary conditions. 

More than 20 years the Community of Madrid is working with the most vulnerable 
population at public and private levels and has improved the life of many families to 
convert their situation to a normal one, somehow "invisible" to the rest of society. 

Currently the largest settlement of Romanian gypsy families in the Community of 
Madrid is in the Gallinero zone, located approximately 1 km from Cañada Real, in the 
Villa de Vallecas district of Madrid Capital. 

 

 



 

Prejudice and stereotypes are kind of filters 
that limit our vision of reality 
 

 
The stereotypes are images that we have in our mind and 

function as justificatory resource for rejection and hostility 
towards certain groups, similar to a projection screen of our 
personal and social conflicts (Calvo Buezas, T., 2003). Stereotypes 
can be positive, but in the most cases are negative and resistant 
to change, facilitating the appearance of prejudice and 
discrimination. 

The existence of prejudice implies that people prejudge, 
usually negatively a group or its members (Nelson, 2002). The 
prejudice not only refers to opinion or belief, but also to attitude 
that includes feelings like rejection or contempt. 
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Why awareness raising campaign on 
Romanian Roma situation? 

“Stop watching, start seeing” is entitled the awareness 
raising campaign in the frame of the BEAMS project, co-
funded by the European Commission, which aims to 
demonstrate the relationship between stereotypes and 
discriminatory behaviour in the society, trying to create 
positive public opinion.  

After living 20 years together, the Roma still suffer stigma and discrimination in a generalized 
and multiple manner for its gypsy ethnic origin and immigrant status, creating even greater distrust 
among fellow Romanians and Spanish Roma population. The precarious conditions of the 
settlements have influenced the bad image of the group, and however, the media have played a 
central role in the spread of this negative image of the collective. In fact, in recent years, the 
national media have presented news highlighting the social conflict generated by the appearance of 
the camps and the begging associated with them; definitely, a negative treatment of the Roma 
Romanian reality that has contributed to the current social and media alarm. 

 

 

Crime, marginalization and poverty are the themes that appear in the media associated with 
the Spanish gypsy community and eastern Europe. Clear example is the media treatment in relation 
to the districts of Gallinero and Cañada Real in Madrid - information which, predominantly, speaks 
about raids by copper theft, abuse by security forces, plagues of rats and school truancy.  
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Humor is being used in numerous campaigns 

  How could be removed stereotypes and prejudice? 
 

 Developing awareness campaigns that make visible the positive changes of the Romanian 
Roma population, mainly in the media. 

 Promoting meeting spaces for different social groups, accessible spaces in neighborhoods 
where people can meet and undertake joint actions to improve the dialogue in the 
community, to promote closeness and coexistence between different cultures.  

 Promoting actions aimed at the whole society: Public awareness, training of agents who 
work directly with Roma population (teachers, health and social workers, etc.) and advice to 
media workers responsible for making decisions about information that affects the 
Romanian Roma.  

 Removing stereotypes providing real data. 

 Training Romanian gypsy people as intercultural agents for awareness raising. They should 
be the protagonists to raise public awareness on the changes and make themselves visible. 

 Identifying schools with Romanian gypsy pupils where could be developed activities, 
involving families, children and teachers in their implementation; providing them with 
audiovisual and reading materials that could be used in the classroom as teaching support 
(comics, books or web sites). 

Finally, in order to contribute to the main project’s objective - the fight against racism and 
xenophobia, we must work with the whole society with special emphasis on the media, taking into 
account the importance and influence it has as transmitter of information and popular culture in 
the society. 
If you want to denounce a situation of racism or discrimination, please 

call to 901 101 375 (victim’s support telephone) 

   

www.beams-project.eu                                                       www.madrid.org/inmigramadrid 
 

http://www.beams-project.eu/

